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Were the 1950s Good old Days?
Introduction 
	There is an increasing debate on whether the 1950s were actually “the good old days.” It is clear that depending on who you ask the 1950s seemed to be an ideal life for the American life. To others, it was a time of turmoil and challenges that had affected the people. Gary Soto’s story, “Looking for work” presents an idea of how looking for work was for the Americans at the time. It is clear that the economy had just risen from the Great Depression and many businesses were in their growth stages. While there was work for the few, the working conditions for the American families were also questionable at the time. Most of the films such as the Pleasantville have introduced a contradictory story in which there were many challenges faced by the Americans during the 1950s. This goes to prove that the 1950s were rather a period of economic and social challenges for most of the American people especially the modern family. 
Positive Changes in the 1950s 
	Since the 1950s most of the household incomes rose as many family members began working. Women would previously be considered to have their own place at home. However, they began to compete for the same jobs. This because a positive thing to the American society as many more women began getting access to workplaces. This increased the number of women who would participate in workplaces, which was a positive benefit for the American societies. Most of the family incomes began to rise with most of them having automobiles, cars and even phones. The transformation of gender roles is also a major factor that led to the transformations of the lives of the people at the time. The major growth of the economy was as a result of the rising number of families that began to compete for their workplaces and the rise of new individuals who were focused on the achievement of American growth with time (Miller, Douglas and Marion 121). 
	There was an increase in the development of technologies. The television and the phone technologies continued to grow over time. Most of the people in the urban centers began to have phone technologies that helped them to growth their familial relationships. There was a growth in social and political freedoms at the time. This is due to the rise of the civil rights movements that helped to fight for the civil rights of the Americans at the time. Diversity within the family was a clear prove of the change of the social values in the American society and the need to embrace the new values in the society. The desire to advance tolerance especially by empowerment of women, improvement of diversity within the society and advancement of social freedoms became one of the factors that helped to make 1950s great (Cashin 27). 
Negative Changes in the 1950s 
	Family’s changes began to occur since the 1950s. There was an increase in the number of marriage rates and the divorce cases in the American family began to increase in number. Most of the sole parent families also increased which became a major issue within the American growth. As a result of the growth of metropolitan cities, it is evident that the time spend by parents and grandparents on their children and families began to decline. This is as a result of children who had gone to cities to spent most of their time working. Divorce clearly marked the loss of family values in the society and became one of the main challenges that had a huge impact to the American society at the time. The rise of single parent households gave the opening to poverty and the increase of unemployed individuals in the society at the time. Whatever is currently seen in the television is just a fiction of the good life that the Americans faced. It is clear that most of the Americans suffered huge losses and challenges as a result of the tough times in the 1950s (Donaldson 62). 
	The 1950s can be described as a tough time in which the predictability of things and events declined. This is due to the fact that the 1950s television was only black and white. The use of analogue television prevented the people from enjoying the quality programs that people enjoy today. The houses had no dishwashers, the airliners had no propellers and that were was no nuclear power plants to provide power to many households. This meant that electricity would always be infrequent in many households. The lack of color Tv and the elimination of household items that are currently enjoyed today meant that the 1950s did not have quality products and goods that people can enjoy today. It is clear that the unprecedented levels of consumption that are seen today are dependent upon the speed in which communication can take place from one region to another. Since this consumption depends faster transactions and acceleration in exploitation of natural resources, there commodities did not exist at that time. There was a need for the economic systems to improve their level of production to ensure that the labor and cost have been clearly predictable (Cashin 45).
Conclusion
	To sum it up, from the aforementioned readings, it is clear that the good old days is just a myth that has been consistently used in the American society. There is a turn of evidence that demonstrates that many businesses in America were facing an increasingly tough economic challenges at the time. Most of the Americans faced challenges as a result of being unable to raise good wages from their work. While the Americans might have come out of war, it is evident that the veterans of war are described as individuals who were jobless and bored in living at their homes. This became a major issue to the Americans who continued to face tough economic situations at the time. It is clear that household sizes have also decreased as individuals spent most of their time working. The number of divorces rates within the American family have also increased with time as a result of the issues that have continued to exist within the American situation. It is clear that in 1950s there was an emerging increase in the change of family structure. The lack of predictability in the family unit and the lack of technological advancement that is seen today clearly proves that at such time, people did not enjoy life as they do today. 
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